CHAPTER IV

FALKLAND'S LAST CAMPAIGN

THE campaign of 1643 presents to us in miniature a
picture of the whole Civil War. At first sight the
prospect is bewildering and chaotic ; fighting more or less
desultory in every corner of the land, apparently uninspired
by purpose or objective; a town taken here; a garrison
surprised there; success in one district counterbalanced by
failure in another. But on a closer scrutiny a design of
high strategical importance is unmistakably revealed; the
factors making for success or failure are plainly visible.

London is the King's objective; its capture is to be
secured by a triple advance. Newcastle, having cleared
Yorkshire of rebels, is to pierce through Cromwell's force in
Lincolnshire, and advance by the Great North road on
the capital. Grenville and Hopton, having made all secure
in Cornwall and Devon, are to come up from the West,
and keeping south of the Thames to march through Surrey
and Kent on Southwark. Newcastle and Hopton having
joined hands to the east of London, the King will clinch
matters by an advance on the West, while the Welshmen
will cross the Severn and keep everything safe between
Severn and Thames. The plan was conceived with admir-
able strategical skill,1 but it was wrecked by the operation

1 That the King was responsible for the scheme will surprise no one who
recalls the Duke of Wellington's high opinion of Charles I. as a soldier.
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